
Jnnuary 26, 1973 

Xonorable John Tuuney 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Sanator Tunney, 

President Nixode determination to rem&St the fr-ork of government, 
88 exprecrsed in the re8huffliag of senior officials, and in statements 
reflecting the program-retrenchment IntentIonS of the Office of Management 
aad Budget has introduced meny shockwavas among different conetltuencles, 
of which I 8x Sure you are indeed very well 8war8. III these circtmtances 
it is difficult to make 8 credible caee that the deleterioue impact of 8 
budget-cut in one Bran8 ia worse than It might ba In auothar and I feel 
especially diffident in raising such 8 querntion where I have so obvious 8 
personal Interest to defend. 

I am squally concerned, however, that If we do not speak out it may 
be taken for grauted that we will be able to we8ther this crisirr without 
serious harm; regretfully, I must say that I do not have thZoptimlsm. 
Specifically what I must point out ie that the threatened tednation of 
the long-standing program of training grant support from NM for graduate 
student8 in biomadical research will have catastrophic consequences for this 
and other distinguished departments in their very capacity to serv8 in their 
primary edUCPtiOn8l functions and that esteemed private institutions, like 
Stanford, will Suffer Qarticul8rly eeriouo blows. 

Theee training grant program have, of course, been authorized and 
funded by congreseional act over the years, and the revere81 of policy now 
proposed by the administration is in direct confcaht8tion with that intent. 
The President evidmtly intends to use his asserted prerogativaa In Impounding 
funds, aa well 86 to present the fait ecc~mpli in the form of a proposed 
reduction in the executive budget for thaae functions. I hope that you and 
your colleague8 in the congres8 will give this particular lseue your 8e8rChiug 
attention before you condone au act that will go far to wipe out the staadard 
of excellence In hfgher and graduate education that we in California have been 
so proud of over the years. 

Sincerely your8, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Ganetice 

JL/rr 


